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ABSTRACT  The geology of mountains in Taiwan has undergone dramatic changes
after having been hit by severe typhoons and storms. Occurring at high frequency, debris
flows and landslides pose risks to people engaging in recreational activities in mountain
areas. The purpose of this study is to explore differences in risk perception between
mountaineers and staffers of Yushan National Park Headquarters in regards to high-altitude
mountaineering in the national Park. Results indicate that mountaineers consider
equipment as a high-level risk factor, while individuality and environment are
moderate-level risk factors. On the other hand, headquarters staffers believe that
environmental and individual factors can cause high level danger, while equipment factor
is seen as moderate-level danger. Results from independent t-tests also reveal significant
differences between mountaineers and park managers in their risk perception of individual,
equipment and environmental factors. Based on these findings, suggestion are made for the
risk management of high-altitude mountaineering.
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