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Introduction to Taroko National Park Research on Inscriptions
on the East Section of the East-West Cross Island Highway
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ABSTRACT  The construction of the East-West Cross Island Highway (hereinafter
referred to as the Cross Highway) was a significant event for the Republic of China in
terms of transportation, military consideration, economic development, cultural
interaction, and population migration. The government decided to construct the Cross
Highway with the purpose to settle issues including the employment of retired soldiers as
well as the transportation and wealth gap between the western and eastern parts of the
island. The Directorate General of Highways was in charge of the project, and the
excavation manpower mainly consisted of retired soldiers organized by the Veterans
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Affairs Council. Due to engineering difficulties, inadequate technology, improper
explosive control, and weather effects such as typhoons and earthquakes, accidents and

deaths

frequently occurred. Statistics show that on average 1.18 workers died per

kilometer. The research team used the inscriptions in the eastern part of the Cross-
Highway section located in Taroko National Park as research materials, and produced this
report after literature collection, field survey, and inductive analysis. The items surveyed
were divided into three categories: inscriptions, bridges, and tunnels. After investigation
and excluding printed characters, 77 inscriptions and 10 bridge and 14 tunnel inscriptions
are included in the report. Among all types of inscriptions found at scenic spots, most
were plaque inscriptions. In terms of fonts, the largest number of inscriptions were in
regular script. If looking at the number of inscriptions written by each writer, there were
nine inscriptions by Zhao Hengtti (#%1%). In terms of years of establishment, there were
31 inscriptions under the “East-West Cross Island Highway Landscape Reconstruction
Project from Taroko to Xibao” established between 1965-1966. Most of the plaques
inscribed on bridges were written in regular script, while nearly 80% of the plaques
inscribed on tunnels were in running script, with most written from left to right. Based on
the observations and discussions conducted during the research process, the research team
suggests that collapsed and damaged pavilions and inscriptions should be repaired and
rebuilt if budget allows, inscribed areas that are stripped of paint or covered by weeds

should be cleaned up, private-owned monument inscriptions such as

“Heshou Ju (f8=

J&)” should be added into national park collections via cooperation plans, self-help
guide should be established, and environment planning should be devised. Suggestions
are raised with expectations that the inscriptions will be revitalized, adding to the scenic
attractions for visitors, who will also learn about history and appreciate the beauty of

calligraphy.

Keywords: Taroko National Park, East-West Cross Island Highway, inscriptions, bridges,

tunnels
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