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ABSTRACT  We conducted an 11-day raptor count during the main migration period
of Chinese sparrowhawk (Accipiter soloensis) and grey-faced buzzard (Butastur indicus)
in the Tataka area in the autumns of 2010-2011. Our fieldwork began at 6-7 a.m. and
lasted until 12 a.m. at two sites. In total, 69,980 migratory raptors of eight species were
recorded, and they were predominantly the grey-faced buzzard (35,118; 50.18%) and
Chinese sparrowhawk (34,755; 49.66%). Passage numbers of these two migratory raptor
species in Tataka showed different trends from those recorded in Kenting, where the
Chinese sparrowhawk often outnumbered the grey-faced buzzard by three to five times.
The discrepancy might have resulted from sampling error or because these two
migratory raptor species took different routes when passing through Taiwan. In addition,
the daily passage of both the Chinese sparrowhawk and grey-faced buzzard in Tataka
were positively correlated with those counted in Kenting on the following day in 2010.
Linear regression models incorporating data from both years or from both species
showed a highly positive correlation. This implies that Tataka might be located on the
main migration route of migratory raptors, especially for the grey-faced buzzard, and
thus the daily count in Tataka provides a predictor of the passage number in Kenting the
following day. Elaboration of forecast models would further promote hawk-watching
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activity and research in Taiwan.
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