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Protecting Villages and Houses: the Culture of Warding Off Evil
Spirits in Taijian National Park, Taiwan
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ABSTRACT  Objects to ward off evil spirits are believed by many Chinese to have
special powers to protect villages and homes, as well as avert evils to guard the safety of
people. Taijiang is located near the sea where the land is barren and the sea breeze strong.
These challenges in everyday life have thus contributed to the formation of local culture
and history of using objects to ward off evil spirits. Through field investigation, we
recorded this diverse and unique belief system in Taijiang Community Protection Cycle.
People used various objects in the hopes of receiving protection whether over their
households, irrigation canals, and cemetery, or from wind and evil. In recent years, this
belief has attracted tourist attention as local communities grew in confidence of their own
culture.

Keywords: Objects to ward off evil spirits, Taijian National Park, Taijian Community
Protection Cycle
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